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FOURTEENTH INSTALLMENT

Plerpont Stafford, with

SYNOPSIS,

hl3 daughter Gloria, Is
Infr nt Palm Beach. Gloria la n. vivacious but willful

r young1 ladj' who chafes under tho restraining hand of a
' governess from whom che repeatedly escapes. Her

dish capers cause young Doctor Royco to fall In love
' with her. Becoming lost In tho everglades sho falls into
tho hands of tho Scmlnolo Indians. Gloria falls In lovo
with her rescuer, Frcnenu. Five years later she leaves
Bchool and meets Freneau at the theater; he has
ton Gloria. Later Freneau persuades hor to forglvo him.
Gloria's Blstcr-In-la- Lois, becomes Intensely Jealous
and Doctor Royco discovers In her an ally. Freneau
P003 sleighing with Gloria. It results in pneumonia for
Gloria, whoso family becomes InconBod at Freneau.

! Royco Is summoned. Froncau's finances being low ho
approaches PIcrpont Stafford. Doctor Royco warns

' noati of his conduct. Lois threatens him with dire
iDhment. Her husband, Gloria's brother David, becomes
Husplclouo. Freneau agrees to spend a weok with Lois
In the Catskills. He plans to havo Mulry send Gloria a
bunch of telegrams. After Freneau takos leave of Gloria
oho sees from her window an attack made upon him.
Doctor Royco convlncos her that whKt oho has seen is
tho result of delirium. Later a telegram followed by a

4 letter, comes from Freneau. Sho replies but her
grams aro returned. Sho accldently socs tho supposed

. euicldo of Freneau reported In tho paper. Gloria swears
to find tho murderer of hor lover. Royco becomes
alarmed and tells what ho knows of Frencxu to Mr.
ford. Togother thoy bccIc to prevent scandal from
voloplng Gloria- - She accuses thorn in her mind of
splracy against hor. Gloria Bots about to run down
neau's murdoror. Royco warns Mulry to tell GloriaII lng. Gloria calls on Mulry and there sees Lois who is
also worried. Gloria's suspicions aro aroused. Royce
endeavora to show her tho difficulty sho faces. Gloria
goes to David's country home. 'She moots Mulry who

f flees at once. Gloria Insists on going to Palm Beach.
Again sho sees Mulry there. Ho leaves for tho North.

' Sho I3 recognized by her one-tlm- o captor, tho young In- -
dlan chief. Ho tells her that Royco and not Freneau was
her roscuor nt that time. Gloria attends night court;
nhe Bees Mulry there, also the tramp who attacked
Freneau. But Judgo .Freeman releases him. She follows' tho tramp when he leaves the court and falls Into tho
hands of hold-u- p men. Sho finds herself In a low saloon
danco hall, and is selected by one of tho patrons as his
partner. Doctor Royco, however, follows her and when' he attempts a rcscuo calls down a riot on their head3.
The hall Is raided and tho crowd, including Gloria and

t Royco, is arrested and taken before Judgo Freeman.

I

I The Floating Trap

'' ;V; "Thank' heaven, nobody knows of your escapade,"
f Plerpont Stafford was Just saying to his daughter

Gloria. She had declined to be frightened by his
scowl and had almost won him to a smile across

? his breakfast coffee cup "when his eyes fell on the
headlines of the morning paper. Ho nearly went
over backward. Tho butler, who was stealing a
glimpse of the headlines over bis master's shoulder,
nearly, went over forward.

Plerpont threw tho paper down In a rage. Gloria
picked It up, and what she read eased her

; y ous smile with ono whisk. This Is what she rend:

POLICE NET GLORIA STAFFORD.

Millionaire's Beautiful Daughter, a Recent De--
I butante, Caught in Raid on East Side

if Dance Hall,

j - Dr. Stephen Royce Battered In BrawL
i ''

F

Gloria was stupefied. She sat in a daze while
her father went through the other papers. Equally
hateful headlines or worse were in all of them.
He pushed them before her. She pushed them to
tho floor. Then brother David came in, his hat

2 and overcoat still on. tHe carried a bundle of pa-
pers, too. He was furious. Gloria meekly waived
him and hlspapers away.

Plerpont glowered at her. David sat down and
j glowered at her. "
; The miserable silence was Invaded by the sec- -
: ond man who appeared and reported :

"If you please, sir, there's an army of reporters
at the uoor.

Gloria threw up her hands In surrender. David
sprang to his feet. PIcrpont pushed him back and
stalked out in a towering fury. He ordered the
newspaper raiders off. They bombarded him with
questions. Ho had to take refuge In the house.
He returned to tho dining room livid with wrath.
He ordered the servants out. He thundered at
Gloria.

"Now you see what would have happened If you
Y nacl tho polico about your delirium I"

He stormed on, Gloria trying vainly to break In.
At last he was exhausted and sho spoke:

"But, daddy, It was no delirium. I saw poor
Dick murdered. Last night proved It, for I saw
the man who killed him. Why did the judge let

t him go. Why don't you want him captured?"
Plerpont staled at her, then took her to the win-do- w

and pointed to the crowd of reporters. He
shook the newspapers under her eyes, saying: "My
one and only reason for silence is this publicity I

It is horrible 1"

To one of Gloria's training and position tho
were almost more perilous than the police.

Gloria apologized and tried to soothe her father
by promising him that she would lead the most
quiet of lives thereafter, though she made the men-ta-l

reservation that nothing should stop her pur-Eu- lt

of her lover's slayer:
H' Suddenly she started and pointed out of the

vlndow at two forlorn, ragged figures strolling up
tho drlvo as If they had wandered from the slums
and were .lost. They were the waiter, Caslmlr, and
his little boy, Stas, whom Gloria had befriended
at the night court. Sho had forgotten them and

H' now they arrived at the most inopportune moment.
Caslmlr had Gloria's card in his hand. He saw
the reporters and grew uneasy. He pushed through
end rang the doorbell. Gtorla insisted on their ad-- B

mission and greeted theapirarmly.
PIcrpont stared at thhabby waiter In disgust.

He looked at his watch. He started to go. t Gloria
nabbed him. She told him that she had promised

H the Walter a job. Plerpont said ho had no Jobs for
B waiters. Then he ordered Gloria to lunch with him
H . at tho Bankers' club.

"The very idea," sho exclaimed. "Get Caslmlr
a Job there."

"In those clothes?" Plerpont exclaimed.
"Buy him a new outfit," was Gloria's solution.H j Plerpont was enraged, but she had her way as

usual, and ho motioned the waiter to come with
him. Caslmlr kissed Gloria's hand. The iboy triedH to follow him nnd clung to him in terror. Gloria
lcnelt down nnd called to the boy. Stns ran to

H her and let Caslmlr go with Plerpont.
H 4

Gloria led the child to the window. They wavedB good-b- y to their two parents, so different in char--
H ncter and estute. Gloria laughed aloud as she saw
H her father Issue from the house with Caslmlr, brushH through tho gnatllko reporters, and motion CaslmlrH into his car. Sho was educating her father to beH as democratic as she was.

Tho boy Stas looked nbout the room as if hoH' were In heaven and Gloria the winged angel that
flew there with him. Ho threw his arms around

her again lost he fall back to earth. The butler
In horror took the boy's dirty hand from Gloria's
shoulder and tried to cleanse It on a napkin. It
blackened the napkin, but tho hand was not visibly

.blenched.
Glola laughed, put tho boy In a chair at tho

table, and called for finger bowls. The butler brought
two. Gloria called for soap and a tdwel. This was
nppalllng. The butler almost mutinied. Then she
washed the child's hands with soap In the finger
bowls. They turned out to be surprisingly white.

She drew a wet towel down his cheek and it left
a white canal. She laughed again, but more sober-
ly. She pondered a minute, then made up her mind
and motioned to the butler; "Griggs, what ho needs
is a bath. You may give him one."

Old Griggs muttered and shook his hend. Gloria
gavo him one of the looks sho ruled her fnther with.
"Run along now, while I telephone for a complete
trousseau for hlra."

Griggs groaned. Stas did not want to leave
Gloria, but she kissed him, carefully selecting tho
clean streak on his face, and assured him thnt
Griggs was a nice man. Sho wntched while Griggs
led the boy by one clean finger to the servant's
wing and ono of Its bathtubs. Then she ran Into
her own room. She called up her father's tailor,

ti I
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1 Caslmlr Was Evidently Suffering a Great Emo
tional Strain.

2 "Thank Heaven, Nobody Knows of Your Esca
pade."

3 Old Griggs Gives Stas a Bath.
A He Did Not Really Know How to Play.
5 She Washed the Child's Hands In the Finger

Bowisy
6 She Heard Voices of Anger Coming Up.

only to learn that It would take three weeks to
make the boy's clothes. He could not possibly
wait I She banged tho receiver on the hook and ran
through the telephone book till she found tho num-
ber of a large men's furnishing establishment. A
dainty gentleman answered tho telephone. His
voice revealed nwe, then delight, when he learned
who wns addressing him.

"Send me several of everything a boy has to
have," Gloria demanded. When the clerk ventured
to ask what his measurements were Gloria an-
swered, "Measurements? How do I know? Do you
have to have them?"

When he said that ho did, Gloria called for her
maid, a pencil, a tape measure, a piece of paper,
and ran to tho servant's quarters. She was about
to enter one of the doors when she caught a glimpse
that made her retreat

Old Griggs, with coat off, sleeves rolled up, and
a towel for apron, wns just lowering tho boy Into
tho steaming water. He dropped the boy with a
splash and, whirling, flung himself against the door.
He spoke through It In a shocked manner, motion-
ing tho boy to hide in the suds. Gloria explained,
Griggs opened tho door a llttlo and clutched tho
tapo measure. Ho took the boy's dimensions and
cnlled them out to Gloria, who repeated them to
her secretary-maid- . Griggs had to thrust his arms
into the water two or three times to reach the

boy's knees and heels. He was gloriously unhappy.
Gloria ran back to the telephone and resumed

negotiations with the clerk. When ho had tran-
scribed tho numbers, ho promised to deliver the
goods In a jiffy. A jiffy is a long time to a boy
just out of a tub, rfnd when Griggs explained to
Gloria that Stas' entire wardrobe consisted of one
Turkish towel and two safety pins, sho had more
thinking to do. She solved the problem by sending
her maid to fetch a pair of her silk pajamas.

By and by there was a knock at the door, and
Griggs carried In Master Stns. Tho pajamns were
worlds too big for him, but he was almost unrec-
ognizably Improved whlto and pink with curls of
gold and the eyes of a cherub. The laundries do
not always send things back better than they went,
but Stas had gone out n grimy pauper and he came
back a prince. Gloria embraced him, called to tho
maid for a pair of her satin mules for his bare feet,
and took him in her lap nnd combed his curls. He
was her new doll, and sho wept a llttlo Into those
curls to think that she would never have a child
of her own.

She remembered her own childhood and tho
nursery whero she and her brother had been in-

dulged in every toy that money could buy or in-

genuity Invent.
She hastened up to tho great room which sho had

not visited for years. Poor Stas had never had any
nursery besides the streets or any toy except some
pitiful makeshift. He did not really know how to
ploy. Gloria had to teach him. Ho was an apt

! pupil with the horn and the drum. He pounded
and blow till Gloria covered hor ears. He tried to
climb the hobby horse with the drum still on. He
got off head first on the other side, but he soon
mastered the fierce steed.

nis attention was attracted by a picture of
on the walls. They were doing a scalp-tang- o

about a white captive. Stas wanted to know all
about It. He had thought Gloria an angel before,
but she grew still more wonderful when she told

! him that she herself had been an Indian captive.
I He seemed to be a trifle disappointed when he

learned thnt she had never been honored by being
tied to n stake. She saved herself a little by explaln- -

lng: "I miglit have been worse than tied to a
3

stake If I hadn't been rescued J)y Mr. Fre I mean,
Doctor Royce." X

Then she fell Into such a deep meditation that i
Stas could hardly recall her to finish the story, k

It was not yet ended when the butler and the
second man mnrched In with two towers of paste-
board boxes Stas' trousseau had arrived.

Now there was excitement, Indeed, and Gloria!
and Stas forgot the mere Indians in the thrill of j
dressing and being dressed. Gloria began to fearL
thnt she had adopted a hopeless fop when she sawP
how Stas strutted In his finery. In his knickers and
frilled shirt, his starched collar, silk tie, patent
leather shoes, and derby hat, he looked like n
pocket Beau Brummel. And then her rapture
turned to alarm. The boy began to cough, to turn
red and purple In the face, and to shako with
paroxysms.

"0, dear! O, dear I" Gloria moaned; "ho's had. a
bath, and It's given him pneumonia. The doctor l

Quick, I must get him to tho doctor I"
DrT" Stephen Royco was trying to practice the

proverb, "Physician, heal thyself." Ho was dress-
ing the wounds of battle he had received the night
before in Gloria's defense. He was plastering his
fist and approving It for its good work when a
caller was announced. It was Lois Stafford. She had
repented of her affair with the dead Freneau and
was trying to live it down. Idleness was both
temptation and distress. She wanted to know if
there was not some work she could do. Royco
told her thnt there were always poor people In
plenty, and lonely sick. He gave her the address of
some of his patients' who would never p'ay, but
whom he treated with none the less care.

As she was leaving sfce met Gloria coming in
with the boy. Royce was disgusted because Gloria
looked angry. He should have been delighted at
the hint of possible. Jealousy. Gloria coldly In- -

formed him of tho boy's bath and Its terrible con-

sequences. Sho made tho boy cough for the doc-

tor. Royco did not seem to be as much Impressed
as Gloria had been. He set the boy to laughing and
got him to put out his tongue by making faces at
him which tho boy mocked. Then ho said:

"It's nothing. Just a llttlo tickling In the throat,
eh?"

"I guess so," Stas confessed. "I am tickled all
over."

He gave the boy a lozenge for medicine and turned
to Gloria. She asked him again why he had tried
to deceive her about the delirium.

"Why don't you tell mo tho truth now? What Is
Lois to you?"

Royce protested that Lois was nothing to him
nnd thnt a doctor has his secrets like a priest.
Gloria was furious. She gathered up the child nnd
wns nbout to storm out, but she paused, meditated,
whirled, and went to him impulsively.

"Forgive me. You saved my llfo twice. You
fought for me then, why against me now?"

He answered sadly, "I am not fighting against you,
Gloria. Somo day you will know it, but not from
me."

Gloria went out sadly nnd Royco Indulged in a
little delirium of his own, cursiqg his luck in ronn-ngln- g

nlways to have his devotion misunderstood.
He was glad, that Lois repented her liaison with
Freneau, but he wished that she had chosen some
other person for fnther confessor or some other
tim'o to call.

In the mnjestlc blue dining room of tho Bankers'
club, Gloria found Caslmir already Installed. Pier-pont- 's

Influence had secured the engagement for
him and money had provided the neat costume that
changed Cnslmir almost as much as Stas had been
changed. The captain wnlter placed n cushion on n
chair for Stas and motioned Caslmlr to lift him
Into It. Caslmlr had not yet recognized his own
boy, disguised as ho was with a bath and rich men's
clothes. But Stas recognized his father and hugged
him with vigor to the amazement of Aunt Ifor-tensl- a,

who had been Invited to tho luncheon so
Unit she and Plerpont might agree on some new
Interest for Gloria. They agreed to postpone the
task till after luncheon. By that time Gloria hnd

flown, and sho never did learn what Aunt Hor-tens- la

meant to propose.
As the luncheon neared Its last course Caslmlr

was beckoned out by an anxious-lookin- g waiter.
When he returned he wns evidently buffering a
great emotional strain. He made blunders and was
so excited that when Plerpont rebuked him Gloria
took pity on him and asked him what the trouble
was. The captain was nghnst. For a waiter to
have personal troubles during a meal was as bad
as for a soldier to stop a battle to write a letter
home. But Gloria was "she who must be obeyed."

Caslmlr told her that he had Just received word
that his wife had been sent back from tho hos-
pital. He broke down and clung to tho weonlntr
Stas. .

Gloria could not understand. She said, "But I
should think you would be glad to hayo your wifo
sent back."

"Ncs. no," Caslmlr sobbed. "Poor people who aro
going to die nre sent away from tho hrospltal so
they will not die there." .

Glorln was furious. She proposed to Investigate
the hospitals and turn out the fiends in charge.
Meanwhile she insisted ongo!ng to Caslralr's homo
and taking Caslmlr with her. She paused only to
telephone Doctor Royce to meet her there. He was
difficult to understand as a man, but as a doctor

he was Ideal. So Gloria dashed away with Cnsiiai$t

and Stas, while Hortensla and Plerpont held Uptf
their hands In despair of her. '3k

When Gloria's chauffeur and footman heard thjjl
nddress she gavo them. they thought they hnd kwJm

understood. She repeated It In mos posltlvo tone3.1I
They raised their eyebrows In a way that lnslnQM
ated, "What next?" l

Coincidences do happen now and then In reaull
;.

life not quite so often or so gracefully as In fic-- ji

tlon, and yet once In a while. In fact, colncidenceatl
make life what It Is. And so It chanced that thaS

murderer of Dick Freneau whom Gloria had fol.t pf
lowed from tho night court had found a hiding
place In the same block whero Caslmlr lived.

Gloria recognized tho region as soon as her llnK
ouslne turned Into It. Sho recognized the Ealoottf
nnd dance hall whero she hnd found and lost her I?
man. But she did not recognize tho murderer's fdaughter in tho crowd thnt gnthered nbout the un-- V V

usunl limousine when it drew up along the garbaga' r
cans. i

Nell Trask was looking for her father, and shef 1

pnuscd to seo tho fine ludy descending from the"!
palace car. InKell's arms was the child of Richard1? fn
Freneau, a beautiful creature like its father. Gloria, jjj
hurrying through the crowd, could not help pausing: trc
to admire the baby and to tweak tho llttlo finger It toi
uphold. There for a moment the two women".- - itbt

pnused with" Dick Frenenu's child between them;1!: lJ
and neither dreamed that the other had ever heard- - i!
of him. Gloria passed on into the tenement nnd'' P
Nell went to seek her father. $

When Gloria was led up and up n gloomy stair-- Ji

case to the one dismal, barren room which Cnslmir i;

and his wife nnd their child had hnd to call home, lj
she felt that she had no right to complain of nn

'
fj"

woes that had befallen her.
The sick mother was outstretched on an old bed j 84

by a dark window. A neighbor's wife, who In. h Wj

troduced herself as "Mrs. Slattery, thank you kind-- 1
H

ly," was sitting by her. Cnslmir rnn to his wlfe,iB
nnd gasping with terror at her appearance, dropped j

on his knees. She embraced him with long white!
arms so gaunt that they frightened Gloria. Stas S

ran to the other sldo of the bed and clambered f --

up. His mother turned, stared at him, and only ?

renllzed after a long look that he was hers. Then
she gathered him to her j?oor bosom with a Bob'' I
of pitiful rapture. V

Mrs. Slattery rubbed off a chair with her aprouft &

and Invited Gloria to rest herself, but Gloria wentft K

to Cnslmlr's wife. Tho wretched woman clutched j I'her hands and held them to her cheek, whllo StaaK
and Cnslmir both explained to her who Gloria was.i p

They told her what miracles Gloria had performed!
nnd they plainly hoped for another, but Gloria wns j
filled with a dread that money would be useless :

1?

here. She promised glibly, but her heart felt help-- ;' I
less. I i

Doctor Royce came at last and she had somol
hope that he might redeem the llfo of the victim of I
life. He made his examination and spoke cheerful-- 1

i

ly enough, but Gloria was sure from his tone that! j

he was lying, too. She led him out Into the hnll tot
question him. He shook his hend gloomily. Gloria V

protested. 1 r.

"But surely there must be somo wny to help
her I"

"Not In this envern," Doctor Royce Insisted. "Of
course If she were In tho country somewhere la t

the nlr under the sky but whnt chanco has shqj,
of that?"

That was so easy that Gloria laughed aloud.
"Oh, If that is all, I'll furnish the air and the
sky. I'll take them all up to our country place
at oncei You get them ready. I'll go tell my,

father that we are expecting guests." ' ;

"But what will he say to "
"What does it matter what he says?" said Gloria

as she ran back Into tho dingy hall to scatter good
news like flowers. She ordered Royce to attend to
the details of transportation and hurried away to j

inform her father that she had invited three ;

strangers to his country estate. Gloria's feet'i;
skipped down the stairway and she was hummlDg '

as she stepped Into tho limousine and told the foot
man, "Tho office!"

The car started and was checked almost at ones
by a tanglo of trucks. Gloria, looking about lav , ;

patiently, caught sight of Nell Trask and her father '

just leaving the opposite tenement. She recognized
tho old man. She was dumfounded. As she gazed,
they wero lost In the crowd. She saw that the car
could not be turned around. Every moment was
precious. Impulso told her not to loso this precious
chance. She obeyed impulse. ::

Without pausing to Inform tho chauffeur, Glorli J

opened tho door, dropped out, nnd ran after the
Trasks. Shq picked them up again after a while. i

Shf SI1W n nnllcmnn Khf rocnlvorl in nrrlor Mm fri

arrest the criminal. As sho hesitated, she 'satf I

Trask stop and tenderly relieve tho weary Nell of :
!

her baby's weight Ho fondled and nuzzled the ,)
child and laughed with a grandfatherly foolishness, . J

Gloria turned away from tho policeman. j

She followed at a llttlo distance, wondering whnt' j I
to do. The best thing would be, she felt, to find 1

out where he lived. Sho followed for blocks. Tho ':

Trasks climbed the stairs of the elevated. Gloria
went up after them. She took the next car on the Y

snme trnln. It seemed vthat they would ride on

forever. Far uptown they got out Gloria got oufi
Sho trailed them at a greater distance now be-

cause tho streets wero sparsely populated. Tho
street sloped sharply down to the river. Moored
to the wharves whero a number of huge, cumbrous ,

barges. To ono of theso the Trasks clambered, j

They went down Into It through a cabin door. .?

, Gloria was In a plight Sho had traced her fogi" j
:

tlvo to his home. But his homo was nbout to move.
A tough-lookin- g tugbont with a tough-lookin- g cre :

was already fastening a towllne to the barge. Thcro j

wasfio policeman In sight anywhere. Tho men
loitering about tho barges did not appeal to Gloria j

as deslrablo Samaritans to ask for help. '

Another of Gloria's impulses stirred her feet al- - fj

most against her will. She ran along the wharf,
crossed a plank to the Trask barge, and went to ,

the cabin hatchway. She heard voices of anger
coming up. The girl was upbraiding her father for
deserting her and accusing him of a further crime.
Sho was crying hysterically.

"You killed him. Ho is dead and you killed !

him."
'- The old man denied the charge with frenzy. Hc

laughed ut It, swore that ho was Innocent The
girl was already persuaded and this so enraged ;

Gloria that she darted down tho steps and cried
out at Trask:

"You did kill him. I saw you."
(TO BE CONTINUED.) i
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